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TIE I'anshee. the finest and fleetest of
the many blockade runners trading
between Liverpool and Wilmington,
lay at anchor in the. Hiver Mersey.
She had completed a successful voy

age under the ooimnand of Captain I'londin
and was about to tart tijori another.

Her decks, clean as those of a yacht, gave
no indication of her bc-in- the carrier of a
cargo of great value to the Confederacy, hut
below docks it xvas different. 1 1 mr? f.fk-iit-

eases hud been carefully hoisted aboard and
stowed away. "Machinery," thev wore
marked; "machinery of war" would have
been nearer the truth, for they were rilled
grins, destined for uo by the Southerners.
Other cases there were, smaller and more
nearly square, also labeled "machinery,"
containing th gun mounts and the ammuni-
tion, and further aft Mill smaller oases con-

taining smnll arms r.nd nmmuritinr. for use
in the Confederate annv. Nor were the mean
of repairing physical damage forgotten. The
after part of the liold wan filled with small
packages of surgical instrument and medical
Blip plies.

Taken nil in all, the cargo xvas a valuable
one, and Messrs. Croft & Duncan, broker,
tho owners of the lianshco, had go'd reason
to congratulate thomeves upon the selection
by the Confederate agents of a ship to carry
this cargo, and still more reason to congrat-
ulate Captain I'.londin, whose skill and dar-
ing had made this selection possible.

Captain I'.londin, small and liin of figure
and immaculate as to dress, was simple and
unaffected, as of old. Success had not turned
his head and his happiest moments were
spent in tho seclusion of his cabin and upon
the high oa".

lie had just finished nn interview with Mr.
Croft when llalton. his firt mate, came be-

low to say that a Mr. Ifutherford desired to
boo him.

" suppose that T must see him, Halton."
ho said with a sigh, '"but I wish that all this
calling would come to an end; I am heartily
Hick of it."

J'ig and coarse. reel fncd giant with
small gray eyes that tv. inkh-- genially yet
never looked one simnrelv in the face and n

would be jovial and familiar manner, soiled
ns to linen arid unkempt as to person - su'--

a man was Mr. If utherfurd. the very antith-
esis of Captain I'.londin in all thing-- .

As Captain I'.londin looked at him for a
moment, before "peaking, a feeling of dis-

gust overcame him. He was a man f strong
likes and li'-I- i k-- and there was that about
Mr. Jfutherford whieh was caleiilate.I to
arouse the latter feeling within him. It was
hard, however, to overcome hi- - natural hab-
its of rourtcwv and almo-- t in oluntnrily he
inquired what he could do for hi-- - visitor.

"Much or little. Captain." replied Ifuthor-for- d

as he took a wat. unbidden, nnd placed
his elbows upon the table arid rested bin fa'e
in his hands. " Mm h or little, Captain. My
name's Ifutherford. My errand here is tit
jmt money into your pocket, if you're will-

ing to have it put there. How would yon like
to turn over a co.,) hundred thousand dol-
lar", ( "aptainT"

For a few moment the two men sat gaz-
ing at emdi other in silence. Captain lilon-
din ' face flushed, then pab'd, as he looked
steadily at his visitor; jfutherford V shifty
eyes wavered between Captain I'.londin 's face
nnd the object in the cabin, but not the

movement or expression upon the former
escaped him.

"What i expected from me in return for
this sum?" inquired Cm. tain I'.londin at last,
his voice quite calm and een.

"Nothing much. Captain. Mo thing that
is hard to do. Are we alone!" He eat a
suspicious glance around the cabin.

"Wo are alone. (So on. sir."
"Well. then. Captain, it's this. I , u r,.j,.

resentative of the Tinted Slates govern-
ment. We want to put a stop to this block
ado rnnnintr. I know jiM what you have
below hatches. fH a cargo that we can't
afford to have got away, and we are willing
to pay you well for it. A hundred thousand
dollars is not to be picked up evcrv day, even
in a trade that pays hh well as the contra-
band. What do vim say to the ( ion t "

Captain I'.londin's reply was prompt anl
decisive.

"You scoundrel!" he said hotly. "You
hound! lo yon think that your paltry dol-
lars xvill buv me?"

Tlnthcrford's assurance was of proof; be
did not move from his seat.

"Hear me out. Captain, before vmi decide
finally." he said coolly. "Ifcuiember. I don't
ask you to do much, and van stand to make
n fortune out of it. a fortune without risk.
All I ask of you is that you will take the
lhin-he- e to a certain ort that I will nnme.
anchor her in the harbor and leave her. with
your crew. And for this, merely thjs," his
voice sank to a whi-pe- r, "for this you'll re-
ceive, the sum of just :10n,iM) in good Hritish
gold."

As ho spoke Ifutherford keenly watched
Captain Illondin's face. H read there fir-- t.

loathing, then indecision, then what lie Pkto bo n sudden gh-ar- a of eupid tv. And as
lie noticed this lat. despite himself, ho heaved
n sigh of relief. Then Captain Mlmdin sat
down nt the cabin table opposite him. lout
in deep meditation.

"One hundred thousand in gold." he said
after a time, rather to himself than to Jfuth-
erford. "One hundred thousand in gold a
fortune."

"A fortune," repeated Ifutherford. "It
means much to a young mr.n who has a long
life before him in which to enjoy it; it means
position, friends, power. I wih tint I were
in your place, Captain, and that you stood
In mine."

"Stop." said Captain r.loiidin. "Stop.
not disturb me. I mu-- t think. Will you hr.ve
wine or a cicarf You will find both up.jn the
fciJcboard." j

A TALE OF THE CONFEDERACY
Ifutherford rose, helped himself generous-

ly to the wine and selected a fat, black cigar
and lit it. Then he returned to his chair,
where he leaned back juite at his ease

Captain lilondin. The latter had rien
from Ins chair and was pacing up and down

, the . a bin.
At last he approached the table. Ruther-

ford felt instinctively that the crucial mo-

ment had come; here he must win his fight
or lose it. He braced himself in his chair, his
lips partly open, hi tongue ready to voice
hi arguments.

"Mr. Ifutherford." said tl. Captain. "I
xvill accept your offer upon the following con-

ditions: You are to brin this money on
board the ship and make the trip xvith me;
and I am not to know the name of niy port
of destination until I ask for it. The Hansheo
Kails tonight at 10 o'clock. I mention this
so that you may know just how much time
von have in which to get the money on
board."

As he spoke the look of exultation upon
Ifutherford 's faco gradually vanished. He
reflected for a moment before !, replied.

"You name terms which I fear my su-

periors will never accept, Captain lilondin,"

si

Was ed Up

he said "I do not
that they will refuse. if

J on would have an with them the
affair might be

"If you think that it will do any good
I shall be to see them here, sir. I'ut

Mr. the
which I name cannot be "

bowed and ro-- e from Hi chair.
"I will go for them." he said. "1 will have
them here within th hour."

Ho was as good as his word. One of the
two men who returned with him was !
Fevre, chief of the I'nite.l States secret serv-
ice bureau nt the other,
his most tru-te- d M!on- -

itlU KlieW liotll of tliem, Jiy lie
reived them xvith n o;uiet courtesv which
camo him wt II.

There xvns silence a moment after tho
partv had seated tin involves. ,e Fevre, a
small dark man. with an face, xvns
the first to break it. "To comidv xvith your

wou'd be n deed the o

of a ho
said.

"I have mv rea.-on-s, sir. With regard to
the money, f have and
need of it and it will not answer my purpose
to return to to collect it. As to the

the Port of
I enjoy tho full of my

and do iut w -h to violate it by enter-
ing into n definite to deliver tho
Har:hoo nt any port, until sn.-- time as I
may feel free to act npu my own

"Knther a nico
a Fevre with an ill con-

cealed snoot .

sir; but I am to make
it, if I so deire. There is always the banco
that may arise to prevent my

out my part of the For
I may be with mcs-ng- es

of tho of which would
bo more binding uHn me thnn an- -

which I might with you."
"In which case xvo would bo out ju-- t

I' Fevro drylv. ,
"N'ot at all. sir. If fail to deliver the Ban-

shee anil her cargo at the port
by your agent your money xvill bo
to you at I do not wMi to take
money that I do not earn."

The faces f l is li-- ti iters i ! a i ilv shoxved
inij.jrlo.J xvith

When I Fevre ai-ai-
n spoke his rnnn r ami

tone had sei;sibe alt'-red- .

"You seem to deal fairlj b ti. ,

..
"I am, sir. If I take tiie money nt a.l t

mu-- t I in with the JeittT "i "'ir

"If vou will allow n- - th" use f,f your cnt-i- n

for "a you may have our an-

swer at once. Jlefore 1

"to coir-u- !t with mv
"It i at your Tvi-- . s!r n.ere

are none here to di-tu- rb vour JP-thre-

open the doors of t!.e Ma!ero,.m- - "p-ii-i- ng

into the cabin as he spoke, slio-.vn- . that
thev were vacant. "A sirirle tap uj- -n that
gong at your elbow xvill call one xvl.o will

summon ine xvhen vou again d. -- ire my
'

A long and enrnest followed
his from the cabin.
liad tauglit the three secret eervice meu war-ine- .

There was a division of among
them. Montauue holding out for a

refusal despite all the that IO
Fevre and could bring to bear
upon him. It was nearly an hour after the

had left them that the hoy who did

I'

That Evening a Lighter To Alongside the Banshee.
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the duty fif the cabin approached him as he
stood idly upon the rjuarterdeck and informed
him that, they desired to see It i in. lie iiniet- -

fore
1 1

tain

scended the cabin stairs and stood be-the-

awaiting their decibion.
I have decided to accept your terms, Cap-I'.londin.- "

said Le levre. "I xvill see
that the money is sent on hoard after night-
fall. It xvill be sent off to the shin in n light-
er about ! o'clock in charge of Mr. Ifutherf-
ord," xvlioin I have selected to accompany
you."

At a few minutes before I) that evening n
large lighter in tow of a pulling tug drew
up alongside of the Hanshee. A bulky figure,
heavily shrouded in a great coat, clumbered
clumsily up the ship's side und presented it-

self before Captain Hlondin. It was Ifuther-
ford.

"I am hero xvith tho plunder, Captain,"
said Ifutherford. "A hundred thousnnd in
good Fnglish sovereigns. Where xvill you
have them stowed!"

"In the cabin for the present. Tho tackle'
is ready to hoist them in."

One by one the heavy boxes xvoro lifted
from the deck of the lighter fo that of tho
landiee, where stout seamen bore them aft
to the cabin. Then Captain I'.londin led the
way into tho cabin.

"We mut have help hero if xvo are to
finish within the hour." said 'aptain I'.londin
as they broke upon the third box. "I xvill
call mv sister Mario to aid us."

As Captain Jtlondin n turned to the cabin
a few minutes later leading hi sister Ifuth-
erford permitted nn exclamation of surprise
to escape him. The delicate beauty of her
face and figure was enhanced by the band of
sold which rested upon her glossy black hair
like a coronet and the richness (,f the gown
ho wore, which was of purple sjJk xvith a

broad girdle of gold.
Coarsu and uncouth ns ho was, Ifutherford

lad an eve for beauty. His manner, ordi-
narily bold and assured, xvas hesitating and
confused before the gaze of her eyes. He felt
inexpressibly relieve.! xvhen tho ceremony of
introduction was over.

l'riefly Captain lilondin explained to Mario
what ho wished her to do. She asented and
tho eonnt went rapidly on. Finally it was
finished and tho lnt of the boxes renniled
nnd towed a wax in n Mnall compartment
under tho cabin floor.

"Jlow much n.oncv is there?" asked Mario

jfj

curi .uslv as the trap was put into place and

llSl il.m.sm.l dollars," replied
Captain I'.londin.

(no hundred thousand dollars.
.1 e .1 . P.. . I. ,."s ,': I PT I ne ' "Mi'"' '

It is all for the Conlederney,

fe-th- .

I'd!
;

aiice at I!nt h i fi.fi 1.

And it

" with a

. t it .
I am glad." she said soltiy. "iu on- -

, Is all that it can get. 1o carry on

w ar' I'.nt I shall be happier when we have
,,,,..,7,1 the North and tin- - strife is over.
,;i l.rother. (iood night, Mr. Iiutli- -

.

left e cabin r.olli men stood in si-r- 7.

f.,r some little time after her depnrturo.
Then Captain I'.londin turned to Ifutherford.

'She th'n that the money is for the Lon-fnlerac- v.

She - a truer patriot than her
brother'."

"Women often tho-- e mistaken ideas,
r,.vl.,l I'littierfni-d- . "And thev stick.

em. to,., again-- t all rhvine and reason.
"And yet. Mr. Ifutherford. 1 almost rep

of my bargain. I o Macken
t imie- - to five UP the laurels

rni. I

tl

k- -

s'

m iinsulli
xvhich I ha

oo fairly iii d hardlv won: the cor

fidonoe and friendship of mv old a.ssociaf
for their disgust and scorn these are
things to be lightly set a-i- No. N'

rannoi, i win inn, u: mis k"-'"-

It
Ul
I

projected trea'lierv. Take back your gold,
sir, ami release mo irom im pieuno.

The earnestness xvith xvhich he fpoke
nlarmed Ifutherford and caused him to fear
for the ultimate success of his project, llis
training, however, stood him in good stead
and his countenance shoxved no trace of th
disappointment that he inwardly felt a3 he
replied :

"I'll not insist, if you're so opposed to it,
Captain. I'ut, once you come to think things
over you may see them in a different light.
Suppose that you take ine nnd the money
along with you, anyway I If you decide not
to carry out your part of the bargain, why,
xvi have vour promise to return both to Liv-
erpool. I'm satisfied to trn-- t both myself
and the money in your hands."

For some minutes, Captain lilondin was
silent.

"I will do as you suggest," he said at last.
"There is plenty of time to reach a final de-

cision, and, as you say, I may change my
mind."

After Captain lilondin had left the cabin
Ifutherford drank a glass of wine, lit another
cigar and stretched himself comfortably in
his chair.

"That xvas a narrow squeak," he muttered
to himself. "As near to a back-dow- n, with-
out being one, as I ever saw."

When Ifutherford came upon deck tho next
morning he found the mate. I lalton, in charge.
It xvas an ideal morning at sea; the breeze was
fresh nnd the xvnves danced brightly in the
clear sunlight. The smoke of several steam-
ers could be scon and the upper saihs of sev-
eral ships, but at such distance that the lian-she- e

xvith her low top hamper was probably
invisible to them.

Halton touched his cap respectfully in an-sxv- er

to Jfut liorford's salutation. The latter
alluded to the Ihinshee's speed.

"She's a fa-- t boat, sir." replied tho mate.
"Fast, but ticklish. We have to xvatch her.
She's so narrow nine times her beam in
Jcngth that if she traveled light a good lap
r.n the hrondide from a big roller might make
her turn turtle."

A few minutes; later Captain Tilondin
joined them. Ifutherford turned to him after
be had relieved Dalton of the command of the
ship.

"Well, Captain," he inquired, "how do
von feel upon tho subject after a night's
.sleep!"

"Hardly like discussing it," replied the
captain, smiling. "T xvill h t you know my
l..co.oiti wlioti wo linvo tlio nnint

xv he re it xvouhl he necessary to change thef
I'.anshee's course, in case I should decide to
go on xvith the matter."

The only thing left for Ifutherford to do
xvas to nc(uiesce. Thi-- ho did with a very
good grace. After that interview he devotee! 1

most of Ids time to Marie lilondin. Theyf
spent hours together, either walking up and '

iloxvn the deck or talking together in the j- -

great cabin. f
He found her a most agreeable oompnnion.f

As they grew better acquainted ho gradu-- t
ullv and unconsciously dropped the mask
self restrain xvhich he had imposed upon V
himself at the beginning of their acquaint- - )
nnce, nnd nt times both his manner and
sis-eel- i xv ere coarse and vulgar. I'ut she did I
not appear to notice the change in She
was a good listener and she wicouraged him

talk of himself, and vain nnd bombastic
as he xvas it proved to be a theme of great
interest to him.

Fngrossed in his flirtation with Mario
din, Ifutherford scarcely noted the swift pas- -

sate oi ine
of Biirprise

davs. and it xvas xvith a feeiinr
that he heard Captain lilondin

sav one afternoon:
"Today is the eighth dav out, Mr. Jfuther-

ford. Tonight at H o'clock I shall expect tohear from you the name of our port oi des-
tination. I have thought the matter oercarefully, and have decided to abide by
agreement xvith Mr. Ixt Fevre."

I ?1 f lift rfIil TT O mnnli .Li. I.... i , .n Him u riaifMj,"I can give it to ho
faptain lilondin' irnnll, gloved hind J$l
in protest.

"Not now. Mr. Kuthorford, I beg of vouIfomembor our compact. Kight oVlock to-night in the earliest that I onrn f

Vi,00r ,,lfttVf"'n lfthprford andCaptain sat in the cabin. Upon thetable before the captain lay hi9 watch atwhich trom time to time bo trt

I

to

4

off

him.

RIon.

V

crford was secretly amused at tho captain's jover.punct.liour.nes.,, , hc rpganled but f

c
1r


